
AGENDA 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

July 19, 2022 
2200 Harnish Drive 
Village Board Room 

7:45 P.M. 
 
Trustee Glogowski - Chairperson 
Trustee Dianis  
Trustee Smith 
Trustee Brehmer  
Trustee Auger 
Trustee Spella 
President Sosine 

- AGENDA - 
 
1. Roll Call – Establish Quorum 
2. Public Comment – Audience Participation  

(Persons wishing to address the Committee must register with the Chair prior to roll call.) 
3. Community Development 

A. Consider a Special Event Permit for St. Margaret Mary’s Summer Fest on August 27, 2022 
B. Consider a Special Event Permit for Art on the Fox on September 10 and 11, 2022 
C. Consider a Front Yard Setback Variance for 628 Gaslight Drive 

4. General Administration 
5. Public Works & Safety 
6. Executive Session (If needed) 
7. Other Business 
8.  Adjournment 



2200 Harnish Drive, Algonquin, IL 
(847) 658-2700 | www.algonquin.org

Village of Algonquin 

AGENDA ITEM 

MEETING TYPE: Committee of the Whole 

MEETING DATE: July 19, 2022 

SUBMITTED BY: Danielle Pfaff, Community Development Intern 

DEPARTMENT: Community Development 

SUBJECT: St. Margaret Mary Church Summerfest on August 27th, 2022 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

Magda and Pawel Kopec, on behalf of the St. Margaret Mary Church is seeking approval of a public 
event/entertainment license for the St. Margaret Mary Church Summerfest on August 27th, 2022 with set-up on 
August 19th, August 26th, and the morning of the event. This is an event that includes a festival with a live band 
from 2:00PM until 10:00PM, educational opportunities, food vendors, children’s games, and other social 
activities. The organization requests presence of Algonquin Police and Algonquin Fire to be present mainly for 
the educational purposes of children. They will utilize the parking on-site and dditonal parking will not be 
needed. The organizers intend to follow all IDPH and CDC guidelines for the event 

The applicant has applied for two (2) temporary banners located at both entrances to the church/school parking 
lot. ThTe dimensions of these temporary banners shall be four (4’) by three (3’) feet in dimension. 

DISCUSSION: 

Staff has reviewed the request and recommends approval with the following conditions outlined below. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Approval contingent upon the following: 

• Village Police officers and other officials shall have free access to the event at all times to ensure that the
event is in compliance with the Municipal Code;

• All garbage/debris from the event shall be deposited in on-site trash bins by the event coordinator; The
required electrical, stage, and fire inspections shall be allowed to be conducted by Village and Fire
Department staff;

• Temporary Food Service permit(s) shall be obtained from the McHenry County Health Department by all
food vendors and the necessary inspections shall be allowed;

• Final site and circulation plans are subject to review and approval by CD Staff, Police, Fire, and Public
Works as needed;

• Public Event License Fees must be paid prior to the event;
• A Special Event Permit to sell alcohol must be obtained from the Village and State Liquor Commissioners;
• The event coordinator is responsible for suspending or canceling the event in case of structural concerns,

electrical malfunctions, or storms that may include wind in excess of 40 mph, lightning, tornado warnings,
unruly crowds, or any other issues that may pose a risk or danger to the public;

• The St. Margaret Mary Summerfest Committee shall abide by all provisions of the Algonquin Municipal
Code with specific attention to the Public Event/Entertainment section along with all
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provisions/requirements of the Public Event/Entertainment License Application checklist and the 
application provided; 

• Prior to commencing any of the activities approved by the Public Event License, the applicant, at no
expense to the Village, shall obtain and file with the Village, no less than 30 days prior to the event,
evidence that its insurance meets the minimum requirements;

• The five (5) temporary banners shall not be installed more than 30 days prior to event and taken down the
day after. A temporary sign permit shall be required.

• No alcohol shall be served in areas none compliant with our Auxiliary Liquor Design Guidelines. Areas must be
fenced off.

• All employees with approved BASSET training shall be present when alcohol is being served on site.
• There shall not be cooking within a tent that is attached to a dining tent.  Food vendors can use an “ez-

up” type tent over their cooking areas so long as its not attached to a dining tent. This tent shall be at
least 20 feet (20’) from the dining tent.

• There shall be at least one fire extinguisher within 75 feet (75’) of the cooking area.
• Should propane tanks be used for cooking equipment, the tanks shall be secured to prevent tipping.
• Site plan utilized shall be approved by all staff members.

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Public Event License Application
• BASSET Certification
• Site Layout









On-Premise BASSET Alcohol Certification on 7/12/2022

PAWEL KOPEC



PAWEL KOPEC

8/11/2022

On-Premise BASSET Alcohol Certification



















 
 
 

2200 Harnish Drive, Algonquin, IL 
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Village of Algonquin 

 

AGENDA ITEM 

MEETING TYPE:  Committee of the Whole 

MEETING DATE:  July 19, 2022 

SUBMITTED BY:  Jason C. Shallcross, AICP 
   Danielle Pfaff, Community Development Intern 

DEPARTMENT:  Community Development 

SUBJECT: Front Yard Setback Variance at 628 Gaslight Drive 

 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

Calvin Braker, the “Petitioner,” is requesting one (1) variation for the parcel at 628 Gaslight Drive, 
the “Subject Property,” to allow for a front yard setback reduction of four feet (4’) to accommodate 
a new covered front porch. The Subject Property is located in the R-1 zoning district, but has a 
larger front yard setback per the plat of subdivision. 
 
BOARD/COMMISSION REVIEW 

The Planning and Zoning Commission reviewed the request and held a Public Hearing for Front 
Yard Setback Variance at 628 Gaslight Drive at the July 11th, 2022, Planning and Zoning 
Commission Meeting (See the attached P&Z staff report for Case No. PZ-2022-12). One citizen 
from the public made comment at the Public Hearing to suggest approval and encouragement of 
the variance request. 

After some discussion regarding the setting of precedences and the standards for a variation, the 
Planning and Zoning Commission accepted staff’s findings as the findings of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission and did not recommend approval of the variance request. 

The Petitioner also brought a neighborhood petition signed by twenty (20) Gaslight Terrace 
Residents to display the support of many surrounding property owners, Exhibit D. 

DISCUSSION: 

Calvin Braker, the “Petitioner,” is requesting one (1) variation for the parcel at 628 Gaslight Drive, 
the “Subject Property,” to allow for setback reduction of four feet (4’). The variation request is 
required to accommodate the Petitioner’s proposed eight foot (8’) wide front covered porch.  
 
The Zoning District Bulk Chart in the Village’s Zoning Code requires a minimum front yard 
setback of thirty feet (30’) in the R-1 One Family Dwelling Zoning District. However, the Gaslight 
Terrace Subdivision plat of subdivision requires a forty foot (40’) minimum front yard setback for 
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all lots in the subdivision. The Gaslight Terrace subdivision is more restrictive than the R-1 Zoning 
District per the 1973 Plat of Subdivision. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends denial of the Front Yard Setback Variance for 628 Gaslight Drive, as outlined 
in the staff report for case PZ-2022-12, of the following motion: 

1. “To deny a variation to allow a four-foot (4’) reduction to the front yard setback of the
Subject Property, also known as 628 Gaslight Drive”

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Exhibit A  Legal Description
• Exhibit B Plat of Survey as prepared by LUCO Surveying, with the latest revision date

of February 4th, 2020 
• Exhibit C Plat of Subdivision with the latest revision date of February 12th, 1973
• Exhibit D Neighborhood Petition to Obtain 4-foot Variance
• Exhibit E Proposed Covered Porch
• Exhibit F Planning & Zoning Commission Staff Report for Case No. PZ-2022-12
• Exhibit G Planning & Zoning Commission Minutes (July 11th, 2022)



Legal Description of 628 Gaslight Drive 

Legal Description: 
Lot 43 of Gaslight Terrace, Unit No. 2, in the Village of Algonquin, Kane County, Illinois. 

Parcel Area: 22115 Sq. Feet 
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VILLAGE OF ALGONQUIN – 2200 Harnish Drive, Algonquin, IL 60102 
 
STAFF REPORT FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

 
Jason C. Shallcross, AICP    Patrick M. Knapp, AICP 
Director of Community Development  Senior Planner 
 
 

Date: June 28th, 2022 
 

Case Number:    Applicant/Property Owner: 

PZ-2022-12     Calvin Braker 
 

Public Hearing Date:   Property Address/Location: 

July 11th, 2022 628 Gaslight Drive, Algonquin, IL 
 
 

Brief Summary of Request and Background 

Calvin Braker, the “Petitioner”, is requesting one (1) variation for the parcel at 628 Gaslight Drive, the “Subject 
Property”, to allow for a front yard setback reduction of four feet (4’) to accommodate a new covered front porch. 
The Subject Property is located in the R-1 zoning district, but has a larger front yard setback per the plat of 
subdivision. 
 
Staff does not support the Petitioner’s request for the variation, as the proposal does not meet standards for a 
Variation. 
 

 
 

Existing Zoning Existing Land Use/Improvements Surrounding Zoning & Land Use Property Size 

R-1 | One Family Residential North: R-1 | Residential 22,115 sq. ft 
         Dwelling  South: F     | Open Space 
  East: R-1 | Residential 
 West: R-1 | Residential 
 

Staff Recommendation Summary 
 

                          Approve                                    Deny                      Approve with Conditions 
 

R-1 

UNINCORPORATED 

LOCATION ZONING/FUTURE LAND USE 
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Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting – July 11, 2022 
 

Discussion of Staff Recommendation 
 

Petitioner Proposal 

Calvin Braker, the “Petitioner”, is requesting 
one (1) variation for the parcel at 628 Gaslight 
Drive, the “Subject Property”, to allow for 
setback reduction of four feet (4’). The 
variation request is required to accommodate 
the Petitioner’s proposed eight foot (8’) front 
covered porch.  
 
Proposed Variation 

The Zoning District Bulk Chart in the 
Village’s Zoning Code requires a minimum 
front yard setback of thirty feet (30’) in the R-
1 One Family Dwelling Zoning District. 
However, the Gaslight Terrace Subdivision 
plat of subdivision requires a forty foot (40’) 
minimum front yard setback for all lots in the 
subdivision. 
 
The Petitioner proposes to build an eight foot 
(8’) front porch along the front face of their 
single family dwelling. This porch will extend 
approximately four feet (4’) beyond their 
approved building setback line. The Petitioner 
cannot reduce the size of the porch because the 
porch needs at least six feet (6’) of depth for 
the porch to be usable. 
 
Figures 1 and 2 show the setbacks overlayed 
on the Plat of Survey and how the proposed 
covered front porch would be affected. 
 
 

Figure 1: Front yard setback shown on the Plat (40 feet) and in the R-1 Zoning 
District (30 feet) 

Figure 3: Proposed covered porch shown past the 40-foot 
front yard setback 

Figure 2: Gaslight Terrace Subdivision Plat showing the forty foot (40') building 
setback 
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The Petitioner is proposing a four-foot (4’) variation to the Subject Property’s minimum front yard setback as 
shown in Table 1. 
 

Front Yard Setback on Plat R-1 Front Yard Setback Proposed Front Yard Setback Variation 

40 feet 30 feet 36 feet 4 feet 
Table 1: R-1 Zoning District Setbacks and Proposed Variations 

 

Staff will also note that the last variation for an existing dwelling to extend their footprint into a setback was in 
1994. A majority of the variations approved by the village before 1995 were to allow a dwelling to expand into 
the approved sideyard setback which were larger than what the Village Zoning Code required. 
 

Standards for a Variation 
 

Chapter 21.17 of the Zoning Ordinance provides that before recommending any variation, the Planning and 
Zoning Commission shall first determine and record its finding that the evidence justifies conclusions that the 
proposed variation  

a) will not impair an adequate supply of light and air to adjacent property  
b) will not unreasonably diminish the values of adjacent property  
c) will not unreasonably increase congestion in the public streets or otherwise endanger public safety, and  
d) is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of this Chapter.  

 
Where the evidence is not found to justify such conclusions, that fact shall be reported to the Village Board with 
a recommendation that the variation be denied. 
 

Staff Recommendation 
 

Staff finds that the standards for a variation have not been met and recommends denial of the variation listed in 
this staff report. Based on these findings, staff recommends that the Planning and Zoning Commission make a 
motion to adopt staff’s findings as the findings of the Planning and Zoning Commission and recommend denial 
of the following motion: 
 

1. “To deny a variation to allow a four-foot (4’) reduction to the front yard setback of the Subject 
Property, also known as 628 Gaslight Drive. 

 
The Village Board’s decision is final for this case.  
 
I concur: 
 
____________________________________ 
Jason C. Shallcross, AICP 
Director of Community Development 
 
Attachments: 

Exhibit A Standards & Findings of Fact 
Exhibit B Plat of Survey 
Exhibit C Proposed Covered Porch  
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Exhibit A – Standards & Findings of Fact 
 

Variation Standards – Section 21.17.E of the Algonquin Zoning Ordinance provides that Variation shall 
conform to the following requirements:  
 
When evidence in a specific case shows conclusively that literal enforcement of any provision of this Chapter 
would result in a practical difficulty or particular hardship because of unusual surroundings or condition of the 
property involved, or by reason of exceptional narrowness, shallowness, or shape of the zoning lot, or because of 
unique topography, underground conditions, or other unusual circumstances, the Planning and Zoning 
Commission may determine and vary the application of the provision and the Village Board may grant, by 
ordinance, a variation to permit relief from any provision relating to the construction or alteration of buildings or 
structures. 
 
The property owner’s desire to build an accessory structure in a location only possible via a variation is not 
grounds for a variation if the improvement may be made elsewhere on the property without a variation. A 
reasonable alternative may include modifying the plans of the proposed structure, such as making it smaller than 
desired. 
 
Before recommending any variation, the Planning and Zoning Commission shall first determine and record its 
finding that the evidence justifies conclusions that the proposed variation: 

a) will not impair an adequate supply of light and air to adjacent property 
b) will not unreasonably diminish the values of adjacent property 
c) will not unreasonably increase congestion in the public streets or other-wise endanger public safety 
d) is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of this Chapter. 

 
Where the evidence is not found to justify such conclusions, that fact shall be reported to the Village Board with 
a recommendation that the variation be denied.  
 
The Petitioner states that these variations will not interfere with the free flow of air or sunlight to their neighbor's 
properties, these variations will not reduce the values of their neighbor’s properties, these variations will not 
impede traffic or make the neighborhood dangerous to their neighbors, and that these variations will enhance the 
area which is what they understand to be the purpose of the building and zoning codes. 
 
Staff has reviewed the Petitioners’ request and is not supportive of the variation. The Subject Property does not 
meet the standards for a variation as the Subject Property does not have any excruciating hardships associated 
with its shape, location, ordinance, etc… The Subject Property is double the size of the minimum lot size in the 
R-1 Zoning District and the Petitioner can either: a) reduce the size of their covered porch to fit in the approved 
building setback b) could extend their uncovered concrete slab, or c) could relocate the covered porch to the back 
of the dwelling. Staff would also like to note that approving a four-foot (4’) front yard setback for the Subject 
Property will create a precedence that all lots in the Gaslight Terrace Subdivision shall be allowed a four-foot (4’) 
variation should they request it. 
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Planning and Zoning Commission Minutes 
July 11, 2022 

 

Roll Call - Establish Quorum  
Chair Patrician called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm.  
 
Community Development Director Jason Shallcross called the roll to check attendance.  
Five of the seven commissioners were present and could hear and be heard:  

• Chair Patrician 
• Commissioner Laipert 
• Commissioner Kennealy 
• Commissioner Sturznickel 
• Commissioner Szpekowski 

 
Members absent: Commissioner Neuhalfen and Commissioner Rasek 
 
Staff Present:  Community Development Director Jason Shallcross, Senior Planner Patrick Knapp, 
Community Development Intern Danielle Pfaff, and Attorney Brandy Quance 
 
Public Comment  
Chair Patrician asked for public comments. No one from the public made a comment. 
 

Approval of Minutes 

Chair Patrician asked for approval of the June 13, 2022, Planning and Zoning Commission 
minutes. A motion from Commissioner Kennealy and seconded by Commissioner Sturznickel to 
approve the minutes was made. The motion was approved on a 5-0 vote. 
 
Change in Agenda Order 

Commissioner Szpekowski made a motion to move the Public Hearing for Case Number Pz-2022-
12 before the Public Hearing for Case Number PZ-2022-09 and Commissioner Sturznickel 
seconded. The motion passed on a 5-0 vote. 
 

Public Hearing Case Number PZ-2022-12 

Request for a variance from the 40-foot Front Building Setback Line to allow a 36-foot setback at 
628 Gaslight Drive 
 
Calvin Braker, Petitioner and owner of 628 Gaslight Drive, gave a presentation to the Commission 
on why the Commission should support his request for a variation and how the request met the 
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standards outlined in the Village’s Zoning Code. Mr. Braker also presented a petitioner in support 
of the variation. The petition included 20 signatures from his neighbors. 
 
Ms. Pfaff presented the case for Village Staff and recommended that the Planning and Zoning 
Commission provide a negative recommendation as the variation did not meet the standards of the 
Village’s Zoning Code. She also let the Commission know that approving the variation would set 
a precedent that all future similar requests should also be approved. 
 
Commissioner Kennealy asked staff why this subdivision had a 40 foot front yard setback and the 
Zoning Code setback for a front yard setback is 30 feet. Mr. Shallcross responded that sometimes 
subdivisions are approved with different setbacks and that the Gaslight Terrace Subdivision may 
have been approved to have more of a rural large-lot feel. 
 
Commissioner Szpekowski stated that she appreciated the presentation and proposal. 
 
Commissioner Laipert expressed that the is concerned that a precedent would be set with the 
approval and that the whole neighborhood could then apply for a variation. 
 
Chair Patrician expressed concerns about the precedent being set and asked about a previous 
variation that was approved. Mr. Knapp stated that that variation was different in that it was for a 
non-conforming vacant lot and that the standards for a variation were met. 
 
Chair Patrician called for the public comment to be open. Mr. Thomas Atchison of 1460 Springhill 
Drive stated that he lives in the neighborhood and does not have a concern about the precedent 
being set in that it would benefit the neighborhood to have porches closer to the street. He then 
stated that he would welcome this change. Chair Patrician then closed the public comment. 
 
Commissioner Szpekowski further stated that she is concerned with the precedent being set. 
 
Commissioner Kennealy stated that he feels that 40 feet is excessive for a front yard setback and 
that he has no issue with a reduction in the setback. 
 
Commissioner Kennealy made a motion to approve a 4 foot reduction to the 40 foot setback with 
the Findings of Fact that the 40 foot front yard setback is overly restrictive compared to a 30 foot 
front yard setback. Commissioner Sturznickel seconded the motion. The motion failed on a 3-2 
vote with Commissioners Kennealy, Szpekowski, and Sturznickel voting “Yay” and 
Commissioners Laipert and Patrician voting “Nay”.  Without a majority of the Commissioners 
supporting the variation the request will move forward without a positive recommendation. 
 

Public Hearing Case Number PZ-2022-09 

Request to amend Ordinance 2004-O-08 (An Ordinance Granting Zoning Upon Annexation and 
Approving a Preliminary Planned Development for Certain Property Known as the 
Cosman/Lundstrom property (Galleria Center)), approval of a Preliminary and Final Plat, a 
Preliminary Planned Development with respect to a portion of the subject property, a Final Planned 
Development for Lot 6, and approve a Special Use for a Drive-Through, and a Special Use for 
Open Air Dining for the Enclave Phase 1 
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