TREE CARE PROGRAM
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WHAT TREES TO AVOID

In addition, there are certain tree species that, for one reason or another,

have a higher risk for failure.
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SMART PLANTING

A GUIDE TO PLANTING TREES NEAR UTILITY LINES®

Trees play a valuable role in our communities; they provide shade, wildlife
habitat, and many other environmental benefits. However, tall trees that
exist near utility lines can threaten our ability to provide safe, reliable
utility service. Approximately 92% of tree-related interruptions are caused
by seemingly healthy tree branches that have been broken and come into
contact with power lines running from pole to pole. High winds and storms
can cause tree branches to break and fall onto lines, utility poles and other
equipment, causing damage and service interruptions.
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A SHORT TREE IS A WISE CHOICE
PROPER PREPARATION TO PLANT

When it comes to selecting the best tree to plant, think
low-growing trees that mature at heights of less than 25 feet.
Selecting the right trees will help you avoid power outages and
will reduce the need for utility tree trimming in the future. If
you are selecting trees that grow taller than 25 feet,
consideration should be given to the size and shape of the tree
at maturity, as well as the location to nearby power lines. Tall
trees that grow to more than 50 feet at maturity should be
planted furthest from the power lines. Here are our
recommendations for shorter trees to plant about 20 feet
away from power lines:

Eastern Redbud
Growth Rate: Medium
Native to: Midwestern US

Thornless Cockspur
Growth Rate: Medium
Native to: Midwestern US

Amur Maackia
Growth Rate: Slow
Native to: Eastern Asia

Allegheny Serviceberry
Growth Rate: Medium
Native to: Midwestern US
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N/ *The information on this side of the
brochure comes from ComEd and
The Morton Arboretum resources. To
learn more about “The Power of
Smart Planting” please visit
ComEd.com/Trees. Additional
planting information can be found at
MortonArb.org/plant-and-protect.
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BE SAFE!
CALLJ.U.L.LE.
1-800-892-0123

Be safe! You are required by

Illinois law to call 811 to locate gas,
electric, and telephone lines before you
dig-and that includes when planting a
tree. Contacting a power line with a shovel
or pick can damage power lines-or
worse—cause severe injuries or death. Please

call J.U.L.LE. (Joint Utility Locating for
Excavators) at 1-800-892-0123 or 811.
You also can visit www.illinois1call.com.

American Hornbeam
Growth Rate: Slow
Native to: Midwestern US

Cornelian Dogwéod
Growth Rate: Slow-Medium
Native t6: Europe




